NW 86th Street Side-Path
NW 54th Avenue to NW 62nd Avenue
City of Johnston, Iowa

City of Johnston City Council Work Session
November 2nd, 2020

Good evening everyone and thank you to members of Council and City Administration for
having me here tonight to discuss the NW 86th Street Side-Path project.
I’ve had the privilege to work with the City on this project over the past year and half now;
and I truly feel that we’ve developed a design that will serve as a great amenity to the
overall Johnston community.
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I’d like to introduce myself, Cory Shannon, as the Project Manager with HR Green
responsible for the design of this project and management of the consultant team.
We’ve had a very solid group working on this project with the City, specifically John Schmitz
in the Parks Department, since last July; and we’re very much looking forward to getting
this out to bid in the coming weeks and construction in the Spring.
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Project Purpose
 Improve Connectivity
 Enhance Safety
 Comfortable, Interesting,

and Enjoyable!!!
NW 86th Street Side-Path | City of Johnston, Iowa

This project was identified in the 2018 Johnston Walkability Study as a significant
opportunity for improvement to expand pedestrian and bicycle opportunities in the
community.
The objectives of providing this infrastructure (i.e. sidewalks, trails, and parks) are:
- Improve Connectivity = completing the network of facilities throughout the City
- Enhance Safety = providing safe crossings and locations of the trail
- And making it enjoyable and user-friendly for the general public
We’ll get into some details here in a minute, but I feel that the project has evolved to truly
satisfy these objectives in some creative ways.
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86th Street is a very busy arterial roadway extending north into the City from I-35/80 that
would benefit from having pedestrian infrastructure on both sides of the road to provide
access, connectivity and safety for users.
The shared use path will be located along the east side of 86th Street from the NW 54th
Avenue intersection up to NW 62nd (sidewalk already on the west side)
- Provides connectivity to trail network west along 54th (now being extended to
intersection with NW 54th Reconstruction)
- Through Greenwood Hills Park
- East/west along 62nd
- And eventually north of 62nd along 86th Street to Newgate Drive which will complete the
network to NW 70th, the Green Meadows North neighborhood and the Beaver Creek
trail systems.
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Here is a rendering of how the proposed design will lay in next to the roadway.
The shared use path will be 10 feet wide and for the most part be about 10 feet offset
behind the roadway curb.
We will also be doing improvements at all of the signalized intersections to improve the
safety of people crossing 86th Street and the sideroads.
- Update the curb ramps for full ADA compliance (done at non-signalized intersections as
well)
- New pedestrian push-buttons and updated crossing displays (count-down timer + noise
indications)
We’ve also identified strategic locations where retaining walls will be constructed to avoid
significant grading impacts to adjacent properties. These will have a safety rail installed
along the top to protect pedestrians and bicyclists.
Finally, we’ve also looked at areas where the City project can help address some concerns
from the adjacent residents and Green Meadows West Home Owners Association
regarding the existing screening between their properties and the roadway.
- What you’re seeing here is a representation of a 5-foot tall privacy berm constructed next
to the trail that would be planted with vegetation to help separate the trail users from the
adjacent properties
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Public Input
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I briefly mentioned the privacy berms and concerns about the existing evergreen tree
screening…
- and this discussion was really borne out of a Public Meeting that was held in midNovember with residents who back up to the proposed shared use path.
The predominant concern from Green Meadows West residents was the condition of the
evergreen screening and consequently privacy concerns with the side-path location.
- The condition of these trees has unfortunately deteriorated over the years and the time
is quickly approaching where these trees will need to continually be further trimmed and
eventually removed entirely.
Since that meeting the project team has reviewed these concerns; and over the past few
months we’ve engaged the HOA to collaborate on some options to partially address these
concerns with the City’s project.

6

Click here
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Here is a rendering of how grading a 5-foot tall privacy berm and planting with some native
vegetation could serve as a replacement to the existing tree screening.
The native grass cover vegetation is just a concept for now, but the HOA is very much onboard and excited for the landscaping potential of the grading berms that we will be
providing with the project.
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Project Timeline
Public
Information
Meeting

Green Meadows
West HOA Meeting
Preliminary Plans

Property Owner
Discussions
January 2020

November 2019
November 2019
Spring - Fall 2020

Final Plans

Bid Letting

Utility
Relocations

c
November 24, 2020

Construction
Begins

Spring 2021

October 28, 2020
Spring 2021
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We’ve had several important milestones over the past year, going back to our first Public
Information Meeting in November 2019 around the time we submitted Preliminary Plans.
We had subsequent meetings with the representatives from the HOA, City Council, and City
Administration in mid-December 2019
Presented to the Green Meadows West HOA Annual Meeting in January and the HOA
Board of Directors Meeting in February
All of these meetings fostered a great sense of engagement from the HOA and has led to a
cooperative relationship with respect to adding some components into the project to
satisfy adjacent residents as well as achieve a project goal for donation of the ROW needed
for the project.
We are now to the point of having presented our final plans to the Parks Board and Green
Meadows West HOA last week, and we are presenting them to Council for ordering
construction of a November 24th bid letting and Spring 2021 construction.
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