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Watershed Assessment 
and Stormwater 

Management Plan 

ÅPlanning began in June 2008 

ÅAdopted February 2010 

ÅWhy was plan necessary? 

ïIowa DNR MS4 Permit Requirement 

ïLack of Stormwater related projects making their way into 
Capital Improvement Plan despite need 

ïNo way to prioritize stormwater projects  

ïNo full appreciation or understanding of all of the stormwater 
needs ï staff only reacted to complaints  

ïNo dedicated funding for stormwater projects or efforts, MS4 
requirements were unfunded mandates 



Public Process 

ÅAd Hoc Steering Committee of key 
stakeholders appointed by Mayor 

ïLarge property owners 

ïDeveloper 

ïSchool District 

ïStormwater Experts/Advocates 

ïCity Council and P & Z Representative 

ÅCommittee met monthly during course of 
planning process to direct process 

 



Plan Components 
ÅWatershed Assessment 
ïWhat did we see? 

ïWhat did we learn? 

ÅStormwater Management Plan 
ïHow do the lessons learned affect future growth?  

ÅWatershed Action Plan 
ïWhat needs to be done to correct existing issues? 

ÅTechnical Guidance Documents 
ïMore detailed stormwater calculations and guidance to 

engineers and review staff to develop understanding of new 
requirements and apply them more equally.  

 



Watershed 
Assessment 

ÅInspection of more than 25 miles of 
urban drainage ways and stream 
corridors 

ÅInspection of detention facilities  

ÅEvaluation sources of pollution 

ÅInspection of storm sewer outlets  

ÅEvaluation natural resources 



Summer 2008 



Late Summer 2010 



Fall 2010 



 



 


