Spa or Hot Tub

Chemicals used in pools
and spas can be toxic

when released into nearby

streams and lakes.

Chlorine is toxic to fish
and other aquatic life at
very low levels.

Chlorine burns the gills
and fins of fish, destroys
sensory organs, interferes
with the ability of fish to
find food, and causes in-
ternal organ damage. If
the receiving water con-
tains a lot of decaying,

organic matter (from de-
caying plants, algae and
bacteria) and chlorine can
combine with the byprod-
ucts to form compounds
called trihalomethanes,

which are persistent in the

aqguatic environment and
post a health threat to liv-
ing things for a long time.

Copper is found in pipes

and used as an algaecide in
swimming pools. It is a pol-

lutant that directly threat-
ens aquatic life.

Salt Water Pools

A salt water pool is a swim-

% ming pool filled with a mild

salt solution.

A public misconception is
that salt water pools pro-
vide a more environmen-

§ tally friendly alternative to
chlorine.

Salt water pools use a chlo-
rine generator to produce

its own chlorine by break-
ing down salt (sodium hy-
pochlorite).

Salt must be added to the
pool to keep the salt solu-
tion strong enough for the
chlorine generator to work.

Salt water pools generate
chlorine, and produce the
chemical byproduct bro-

moform.

DRAINING POOLS AND SPAS

Excess copper in water
causes the formation of
acid pH levels, burns the
gills of fish, interferes with
respiration, and causes
internal organ damage.

Always follow
recommended
procedures when draining
your swimming pool -
See Reverse Side.

Bromoform is a persistent
organic pollutant that accu-
mulates in the environment
and is very harmful to
aqguatic life.
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