CHARACTER COUNTS! WEEK
WHEREAS, the next generation will be the stewards of our communities, nation and world; and

WHEREAS, the present and future well-being of our society requires an involved, caring citizenry with good character; and

WHEREAS, children need strong and constructive guidance from their families and their communities, including schools, youth organizations, religious institutions and civic groups; and

WHEREAS, the character of a nation is only as strong as the character of its individual citizens, and the public good benefits when young people learn that good character counts in personal relationships, in school and in the workplace; and

WHEREAS, conscientious efforts must be made by youth-influencing institutions and individuals to help young people develop the essential traits and characteristics that comprise good character and act upon core pillars such as fairness, trustworthiness, caring, respect, responsibility and citizenship; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Paula Dierenfeld, Mayor for the City of Johnston do hereby declare the week of October 18-24, 2009 as

CHARACTER COUNTS! WEEK

and I urge all citizens to seek out opportunities to incorporate these core ethical values, to embrace the six pillars of character and observe the week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

Signed this 19th day of October 2009
____________________________________

Paula Dierenfeld, Mayor
