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POLICE REPORT RISE IN THEFT FROM CARS AND RESIDENCES 
Johnston Police have noticed a recent spike in petty theft in the community.  Most incidents have 
involved theft from motor vehicles, but there has also been an increased number of residential thefts.  
The Police Department recommends residents make an effort to ensure property is locked and 
secured.  Please remember to: 

• Lock your vehicle and remove valuable property when leaving your car unattended. 
• Lock your residence and make sure your garage door is closed. 

The Police Department is investigating these incidents and requests that residents be aware of this 
activity, exercise precaution, and alert the Police Department immediately of any suspicious or 
unusual activity in your neighborhood.  The Johnston Police Department may be reached at 278-2345. 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL UPDATES 
On August 7th Artistic Waste Services, Inc began providing solid waste collection for all single and two-family homes in 
Johnston.   Residents are reminded: 

• Garbage bins are due curbside by 6 a.m. the day of pick up. 
• Pick up for residents west of 86th street is Monday mornings. 
• Pick up for residents east of 86th street is Tuesday mornings. 
 

To sign up for service or have questions regarding your billing, please contact City Hall at 278-2344.   
To report a missed collection or cart maintenance, contact Artistic Waste Services at 262-4040. 
 
Trash Removal 
If you have more trash than will fit in your container (with the lid shut), you may place items for collection outside the 
collection cart.  Regular trash that does not fit in the cart requires a $1.00 sticker for each bag, box or bundle.   
 
Bulky waste is trash that is too large for the garbage bin.  Bulky waste typically includes such items as tables and chairs, 
couches, loveseats, mattresses, box springs, carpet (four feet in length and bundled; less than 45 pounds), lawn furniture, and 
gas grills (without propane tank).  Bulky waste requires a $5.00 sticker and may be left curb side on pick-up day. 
 
Appliances require a $35 charge to cover the cost of collection and disposal.  Items typically considered appliances include 
refrigerators, air-conditioners, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, de-humidifiers and dishwashers.  You will need to contact 
Artistic Waste Services at 278-2344 to schedule a pick-up time for appliances. 
 
Stickers for extra garbage, bulky waste and appliances are available at Hy-Vee, Dahl's, City Hall and Artistic Waste Services, 
Inc (1817 W. Euclid). 
 
Yard Waste and Recycling 
The City is now participating in the Compost It! Yard Waste program.  A flyer is attached to this newsletter with more 
information.  Curb It! Recycling is picked up the same day as your regular trash.  Please contact the Metro Waste Authority at 
(515) 244-0021 or www.mwatoday.com for more information.  
 
Wrong-Sized Containers 
Residents were offered three different sizes of containers.  Due to a shortage of lids for smaller containers, most residents 
received a 96-gallon container.  Once Artistic Waste Services, Inc has received the lids, the larger containers will be switched 
out to the requested size.  Residents will be billed for the size of container they ordered, regardless of the size of container 
they initially received.    At a later date, if you decide to change the size of container,  there is a $25.00 charge to have a one 
delivered to your door.  There is no charge if you are able to take your container to the Artistic Waste Services, Inc offices at 
1817 West Euclid Avenue in Des Moines. 
 
Billing 
The monthly fee ranges from $6.26 to $6.88 depending on the size of container.  The charge for service will be included on 
the monthly water/sewer bill or will be billed directly if you do not have water service.   

DOMESTIC PET AND ANIMAL REGULATIONS 
The Planning and Zoning Commission has been reviewing regulations for limiting the number of pets 
and animals that can be kept at single family residences in Johnston.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission has recommended: 

• Limiting domestic pets to 4 per household.  This limitation restricts any combination of 
dogs, cats, or other similar animals to 4 per household. 

• Smaller domestic animals such as gerbils or hamsters are not regulated.   
• Non-domestic animals kept outside such as rabbits, chickens, pigeons, or geese are 

limited to two on a property.  A new special use permit provision would allow a property 
owner to request approval for additional non-domestic animals on their property.   

• Finally, a new dangerous animal section is proposed to prohibited animals in the City 
which are wild by nature such as bobcats, raccoons and poisonous snakes.   

The new provisions will be posted on the City’s web site, www.cityofjohnston.com.  Other ordinance 
provisions governing leash restrictions, the care and identification of dogs and cats, vicious dogs, and 
farm animals are not affected.  The Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation will go before 
the City Council at a public hearing on September 5th at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay 
Road.   The public is invited to attend and share your thoughts on this issue.  
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SEPTEMBER COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

5th 6 p.m. City Council Worksession City Hall 

5th 7 p.m. City Council Meeting City Hall 

11th 7 p.m.  Planning & Zoning Commission City Hall 

12th 6  p.m. Tree Board Meeting Crown Point  

18th 6 p.m. City Council Worksession City Hall 

18th 7 p.m. City Council Meeting City Hall 

21st 5:30 p.m. Library Board of Trustees Library 

21st 6:30 p.m. Board of Adjustment City Hall 

25th 7 p.m. Planning & Zoning Commission City Hall 

26th 7 p.m. Park Board Crown Point 

4th  City Offices Closed  

JOHNSTON LIBRARY 
6700 Merle Hay Road 

P.O. Box 327 
515/278-5233 

M-Th 10 am—8 pm 
F-Sat 10 am—5 pm 
Sunday 2 pm—5 pm 

JOHNSTON POLICE 
6221 Merle Hay Road 

P.O. Box 410 
515/278-2345 (24 hours) 

911– Emergency 

JOHNSTON PUBLIC WORKS 
6400 NW Beaver Drive 

515/278-0822 
515/727-8092 Fax 

CROWN POINT COMMUNITY CENTER 
6300 Pioneer Parkway 

515/251-3707 

JOHNSTON CITY HALL 
6221 Merle Hay Road 

P.O. Box 410 
515/278-2344 515/278-2033 Fax 
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Senior Citizen Activities 

September 12th 6 p.m. - Senior Social, Paglia’s Pizza.  Elections will be held and 
dinner is pizza and salads.  Transportation is available. Please make 
reservations and arrangements for rides with  Rose Busby  (276-
1959),  Norma Rutz (276-0605), or  Wilma Rushing (254-1051) .  
If needed, please call and cancel your reservation. 
 

September 19th  8 a.m. - Senior Men’s Breakfast, Hy-Vee, 5750 Merle Hay Road 
Ladies welcome.   
 

September 26th  3:30 p.m.-Senior Citizens’ Board Meeting at Hy-Vee 5750 Merle 
Hay Rd. 
 

Every Thurs.  1 - 4 p.m. - Cards, Crown Point Community Center, 6300 Pioneer 
Parkway 

IRRIGATION WATER USAGE TOPS DOMESTIC USE 
Many Johnston water customers were surprised by the size of their 
water bills for June.  June was a very dry month and residents and 
businesses used 69,257,397 gallons of water through their irrigation 
meters (compared to 28,548,168 gallons in June 2005).  The total 
water usage for the month was 134,746,246 gallons.  51% of the water 
usage was primarily for irrigation and 49% was for domestic use such 
as cooking, laundry, toilets, showers etc. 





Frequently Asked
Questions

Q. Do I need to put a sticker onto the Compost It! yard waste bags?
A. No!  There are three ways to use the Compost It! program:

1. Use the Compost It! bags - and you don't have to affix any sticker to them.
2. If you choose to use plain generic paper bags (from home improvement stores, for 

example), you must attach a green Compost It! sticker to each bag.
3. Attach Compost It! stickers to brush bundles that are too large to fit in the bags.

Q. I don't understand what you mean by "generic" or "store-brand" bags.
A. Many stores sell a generic or store-brand yard waste bag.  For example, you may be able to 

buy Hy-Vee brand yard waste bags; Yardmaster is another brand.  Lowe's and Home Depot 
may also offer "generic" yard waste bags for sale.  In general, the terms "generic" or 
"store-brand" bag refer to any paper yard waste bag that is not sold by Metro Waste Authority 
and does not have the "Compost It!" logo and name on the slip sheet and the bag itself.

Q. Can I attach a Compost It! sticker to a container of yard waste or plastic bags?
A. No.  The single-use Compost It! stickers can only be attached to brush bundles (see restrictions 

below) or to store-brand or generic paper yard waste bags.  Neither containers nor plastic bags 
are accepted.

Q. What should I do with other bags and stickers I have?
A. You can continue to use existing stickers through September 15, 2006.  This includes Waste 

Management, Waste Connections, and Artistic stickers.  After this date, yard waste placed at 
the curb must be prepared correctly using Compost It! bags and stickers.

Q. What are the costs of the Compost It! bags and stickers?
A. Compost It! bags are sold in bundles of 5 for $7.50. Individual (single-use) Compost It! stickers 

are $1 each.  (These prices do not include sales tax.)

Q. Where can I buy Compost It! bags and stickers?
A. Compost It! bags and stickers are available at the Johnston Hy-Vee and Dahl's, Johnston Ace 

Hardware, and City Hall.  They are also sold at many grocery, convenience, and home stores 
throughout the metro area.  Please note - stores aren't required to carry the bags and stickers.  
If there is a vendor you would like to sell the bags and stickers, please talk with the store 
manager and tell him to call MWA at 244-0021.

Q. How large can a bundle of brush be and how do I place the sticker on it?
A. Bundles of brush can be up to 18 inches in diameter and no more than four (4) feet long. 

Bundles cannot weigh more than 40 pounds. Each bundle of brush needs a Compost It! sticker 
affixed to it.  Individual branches should not exceed 2 inches in diameter.  Bundles can be 
wrapped with twine, but please avoid plastic or metal bindings.  They can damage composting 
equipment and hurt workers, and they don't break down in the composting process.  The sticker 
can be wrapped around any branch so it sticks to itself.


